Things I Wish Jesus Never Said ~ Part 6
Seeing and Believing
Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have
believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
believed.” John 20:29 (NIV)

Faith is the confidence that what we hope for will actually happen; it
gives us assurance about things we cannot see. Heb. 11:1 (NLTse)
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For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this is
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God - 9 not by works, so that no
one can boast.
Ephesians 2:8-9 (NIV)
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That Sunday evening the disciples were meeting behind locked
doors because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders. Suddenly,
Jesus was standing there among them! "Peace be with you," he
said.
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As he spoke, he showed them the wounds in his hands and his
side. They were filled with joy when they saw the Lord! 21 Again he
said, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I am
sending you." 22 Then he breathed on them and said, "Receive the
Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone's sins, they are forgiven. If you
do not forgive them, they are not forgiven."
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One of the twelve disciples, Thomas (nicknamed the Twin), was
not with the others when Jesus came. 25 They told him, "We have
seen the Lord!"
But he replied, "I won't believe it unless I see the nail wounds in his
hands, put my fingers into them, and place my hand into the wound
in his side."
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Eight days later the disciples were together again, and this time
Thomas was with them. The doors were locked; but suddenly, as
before, Jesus was standing among them. "Peace be with you," he
said.
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Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here, and look at my
hands. Put your hand into the wound in my side. Don't be faithless
any longer. Believe!"
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"My Lord and my God!" Thomas exclaimed.
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Then Jesus told him, "You believe because you have seen me.
Blessed are those who believe without seeing me."
John 20:19-29 (NLTse)

For we live by believing and not by seeing.

2 Cor 5:7 (NLTse)

And it is impossible to please God without faith. Anyone who wants
to come to him must believe that God exists and that he rewards
those who sincerely seek him.
Hebrews 11:6 (NLTse)
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And Jesus said to him, “ ‘If You can?’ All things are possible to
him who believes.” 24 Immediately the boy's father cried out and
said, “I do believe; help my unbelief.”
Mark 9:23-24 (NASB)
Everything that does not come from faith is sin. Rom. 14:23 (NIV)
I have written this to you who believe in the name of the Son of
God, so that you may know you have eternal life.
1 John 5:13 (NLTse)
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You have been taught the holy Scriptures from childhood, and
they have given you the wisdom to receive the salvation that comes
by trusting in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is inspired by God and is
useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is
wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches
us to do what is right. 17 God uses it to prepare and equip his
people to do every good work.
2 Timothy 3:15-17 (NLTse)
So we don't look at the troubles we can see now; rather, we fix our
gaze on things that cannot be seen. For the things we see now will
soon be gone, but the things we cannot see will last forever.
2 Corinthians 4:18 (NLTse)

